Ana’s Story
“Ana” (not her real name) fled El Salvador in 1999
at age 22 and received TPS (Temporary Protected
Status) in 2001.
“The main message that I want to share with
people is this: Don’t treat us immigrants badly or
insult us with bad words. We are human beings
and we are working hard. We pay taxes and
are not asking for welfare. We want to continue
working for our children and for our community.
My husband and I have been in the USA for
almost twenty years, working and paying taxes
and raising our children. This is my story.”
My husband and I were in our early twenties when
we made the decision to leave El Salvador and
make the dangerous journey to the United States.
After we married, we lived in a neighborhood
where there were a lot of gang members. They
killed almost all of the young men on our block,
including all but two of our good friends. We
decided that my husband needed to flee for his
life.
When we first arrived, we had nothing and were
very poor. We worked at odd jobs that didn’t pay
very well. I was pregnant and fainted and was
afraid to go to the hospital because I thought
they would deport me. I miscarried and was very
depressed. Our relative could no longer host us in
his apartment, and we nearly became homeless. A
church offered us a room for several months. We
collected furniture from the street. It was small, but
we felt unified as a family.
In 2001, we received TPS, which allowed us to
receive work permits. I felt so happy that we could
finally work without fear. As an undocumented
person, I had been so scared and frustrated; there
were so many things that I could not do. With
TPS, we were able to get better jobs. My husband

started working for a delivery company and in
valet parking on the weekends. My son, who is
now 27 and also has TPS, works for a towing
company. I make and sell pupusas after a stroke
three years ago left me partially paralyzed.
We have two U.S. born children, a 15-yearold daughter who wants to be a nurse or an
architect, and a 12-year-old son who wants to be
a professional athlete (though he has agreed to
have another profession as a back-up plan!) They
have lived in the Bay Area their whole lives.
Now that the current administration is cancelling
TPS, we are very sad and afraid. If we are
deported back to El Salvador, it will be tragic. The
situation there is still extremely dangerous. If you
don’t know the right people or can’t produce the
right identification, you will be killed. It would be
especially difficult for our children, who have only
known life in the U.S. In El Salvador, you can’t
take your kids to the park or walk around freely
because of the gangs. Even scarier, if a gang
member wants to date your daughter, he will give
you 24 hours to hand her over. If you say no,
they will kill you. This happened to my cousin’s
daughter and they escaped in the night.
I am starting to volunteer at Santuario because I
want to learn and help other people.

Flor’s Story
“I was born in a small village in Guatemala. I am
Maya-Mam, an indigenous people who speak
the Mam language. During the war in 1982, my
parents fled to the mountains near the southern
coast. The government sold them a small parcel
of land with a 20-year loan. I had a very difficult
childhood. I started to help my parents farm the
land at age 4, and so I never really got to play
very much. At first, we didn’t have a house. I
went to school, but only until seventh grade.”
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There was a lot of discrimination from Ladinos –
people who speak Spanish – against indigenous
people. Also, women do not have the same
rights as men. There were so many problems
from the government and they tried to take our
land away. When I was a teenager, I joined an
organization made up of internally displaced
people in Guatemala. We helped people to fight
for their rights to maintain their land and make
official reports about abuse.
I was 19 years old and the Secretary for this
grassroots group when I was raped by soldiers
because of my activism. There was so much
violence and rape of indigenous women. After
it happened, I was in the hospital for ten days.
They had beaten me so badly. I returned to my
house and the soldiers threatened to kill me
and my family. I had to stop filing complaints on
behalf of land rights. After a month, I fled to the
United States to seek safety.
Some people from the church told me about
Santuario (East Bay Sanctuary Covenant). They
helped me submit my application for political
asylum. After six months, I was granted asylum
and I felt much safer. I was still a little afraid,
but not as afraid as before. I still had a lot of
psychological trauma, but I felt more freedom.
It was as if you were really hot and someone
gave you a cool glass of water – I felt much more
alive.
When staff at EBSC told me I could continue to
go to school here in the US, I was so happy. I
started to learn Spanish and then EBSC helped
me get a scholarship from the English Studies
Institute. I would travel for one hour each way
on BART to go to school to study English.
This helped me to get a better job – I am now
working in a retail store – and communicate with
my manager and customers. In 2016, I started
taking GED classes three times per week. It’s
very difficult, but it’s getting easier! My dream is
to get my GED, go to college, and have a career
as a nurse assistant. The other great thing is that
Santuario helped me to start taking citizenship
classes.

I appreciate Santuario so much. It is the best
organization that is truly helping people!
What message do you have for EBSC
supporters to better understand the situation
of indigenous women from Guatemala who are
seeking political asylum?
“Truthfully, I want people to listen to us and
understand us. Sometimes, it is hard for
indigenous women to explain and express our
situation. Sometimes we are afraid to share
what happened to us. It is very painful. I want
indigenous women to understand that they
should not be ashamed, that they deserve
to move forward in their lives and receive
legal help and mental services. If people are
traumatized, Santuario can help them find
counseling. I would always like to help others
who are seeking asylum, especially Mam
women.”

