
Proposed Asylum Ban Rule – Individual Comment Template (March 2023) 
 
I am writing to express my disagreement with the Biden Administration’s proposed rule 
that would ban asylum seekers from claiming their legal asylum protections in the 
United States. 
 
Seeking asylum is legal and a human right! This rule would continue the Trump-era 
practice of separating families and denying them a path to citizenship. It is immoral and 
I deeply oppose the passing of this rule. 
 
Use this section to personalize your letter by adapting some of this language: Biden’s 
proposed ban would rapidly deport refugees without access to asylum hearings, 
resulting in the same horrific harms. It would cut off access to asylum for many refugees 
at the southern border, discriminate against Black, Brown, and Indigenous asylum 
seekers, and circumvent U.S. law and treaty obligations to refugees.  
 
The Rule would ban asylum protection for many individuals who did not apply for 
asylum in a “transit country” or who entered at a port of entry without using the new 
CBP One mobile application. CBP One has racial bias in its facial recognition 
technology and is inaccessible to many Indigenous, African, and other asylum seekers 
due to language barriers. 
 
The Rule would require many refugees to seek asylum in “transit countries” that have 
no formal agreement with the U.S. and where refugees would not be safe, thereby 
circumventing U.S. law requirements for safe third countries.  
 
In Mexico, there have been over 13,000 attacks reported against asylum seekers 
stranded under the Title 42 policy over the past two years alone. Refugees do not have 
access to fair asylum procedures in Mexico, where many are at risk of deportation to 
persecution in their home countries. Black migrants face pervasive anti-Black violence 
and harassment, including widespread abuse by Mexican authorities.  
 
El Salvador, Honduras, and Guatemala do not have functional asylum systems that can 
protect large numbers of refugees and many transiting through these countries face 
extreme dangers including gender-based violence, anti-LGBTQI+ attacks, race-based 
violence, and other persecution.  
 
The proposed Rule would have a devastating impact on women and LGBTQI+ people 
who are particularly vulnerable to gender-based violence (GBV) and other persecution) 
 
I, [insert name], demand that The Biden Administration respect and  uphold refugee law, 
restore full access to asylum at ports of entry, enact fair and humane asylum rulings, 
and permanently rescind the Trump administration entry and transit bans.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

https://www.justsecurity.org/84977/bidens-embrace-of-trumps-transit-ban-violates-us-legal-and-moral-refugee-obligations/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/library/title-42-human-rights-stain-public-health-farce/
https://humanrightsfirst.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/HumanRightsStainPublicHealthFarce-1.pdf
https://baji.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/The-Impact-of-Anti-Black-Racism-on-African-Migrants-at-Mexico.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/el-salvador/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/honduras/
https://www.state.gov/reports/2021-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/guatemala/
https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/05/19/deportation-layover/failure-protection-under-us-guatemala-asylum-cooperative
https://www.tahirih.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/Oxfam_Tahirh_Surviving-Deterrence_English_2022.pdf


[insert name] 
[insert location] 


